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Forests...
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according to the forest service.

In Massachusetts, the nation’s third
most densely populated state, about
60% of the land is covered with forest
today. The goal of the Harvard forest
proposal is to keep 50% of the state for-
ested—forever.

The 30-year plan is to use government
restrictions, tax relief, easements and
other incentives for owners to keep for-
ests intact, but managed, in much the
same way as farmland is managed by
owners. “Some owners want to keep
forests as part of the natural infrastruc-
ture in their lives,” says Mr. Foster.
“People aren’t doing this (saving for-
ests) for true market value. They want
anice place to live.”

Still, the idea of helping the forest by
cutting some trees runs counter to
widely perceived environmental wis-
dom. Perhaps this is because some log-
ging was done so badly in the past that
the very word conjures up images of a
devastated landscape of tree stumps.

The overboard environmentalists ar-
guments of the 1960s and 1970s for get-
ting man out of the forest and leaving
nature to itself were a response to some
ruined forest land. But, now this pre-
scription is found to be detrimental to
forest health. Managed forests are the an-
swer, not “man is the forest enemy.”
Some environmental groups and mis-
guided individuals, including stu-
dents, set up protest tables and signs,
picket, and collect signatures on peti-
tions to protest any proposal for log-
ging operations. In forest management
classes, students almost always say,
“don’t cut the trees.” When asked
where they will get the wood products
they need, only then do they become
receptive to the idea of harvesting for-
ests and “managing” them.

More than two generations have been
inculcated with the “don’t cut the trees”
mantra—and it continues in some of
our schools today, especially in the

lower grades. This wrong teaching
must be changed to the more promis-
ing notion of managed forests by indi-
viduals. A few years ago, Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney observed that envi-
ronmentalism is a “personal virtue.”
Each of us should do our “thing” to
preserve the environment.

There was a time, not long ago, when
the prevailing view matched Mr.
Cheney’s. Americans used their re-
sources, to be sure, but also felt a re-
sponsibility as individuals to preserve
bees and trees. In the 1970s with the
passing of massive legislature that gave
government control over things envi-
ronmental (Endangered Species Act,
Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, etc.)
all that changed. Americans not only
lost interest but became, in many cases,
enemies of the very goals they once
pursued.

These government intrusions became
a goldmine of ever-flowing funds to
some environmental groups. With their
lawsuits against companies and gov-
ernment agencies the settlement funds
have placed many groups in la-la land.
Never have so many paid so much to
so few. Most green groups no longer
maintain that they are saving species,
water, or clean air—they are simply in
the money-making business at mostly
taxpayer expense.

With the feds threatening to freeze up
their land if a spotted owl comes to call,
rural Americans adopted a new phi-
losophy toward species preservation,
the three S’s—shoot, shovel and shut-
up. This helps to explain why, 30 years
after the Endangered Species Act was
passed, only a total of 10 out of the 1304
listed have been recovered. A litigation
and regulation-driven environment
doesn’t work. Government working
with individuals to manage the envi-
ronment responsibly is enlightened
thinking

Cut some trees—save the forests.

—Wally Reemelin
Excerpts, Wall Street Journal

"He gets his shirts from England,
his shoes from Italy,
and his Prozac from Canada.”

“l was home schooled.
That's for eating my vegetables.”

ACLU...
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But has the leopard changed its spots?
During the 1950s and 1960s the ACLU
courted controversy over defending the
American Nazi Party. When the Nazi’s
planned a march in the heavily Jewish
Chicago suburb of Skokie, Illinois,
home to many Holocaust survivors, in
1977, the ACLU went to court to sup-
port their right to march. Such longtime
allies as the American Jewish Congress
deplored the ACLU involvement. ACLU
executive director Aryeh Neier resigned
and described the dilemma of majority
will and minority right in his 1979 book
Defending the Enemy.

“The alternative to freedom is power,”
wrote Neier, who was born in Nazi
Germany. “If I could be certain that |
could wipe out Nazism and all compa-
rable threats to my safety by the exer-
cise of power, perhaps | would be
tempted to choose that course. But we
Jews have little power. As a Jew, there-
fore, | want restraints on power.”

Aryeh Neier, now 78, assumed the
presidency of liberal philanthropist
George Soros’ Open Society Institute in
1998, a New York-based foundation
that describes its mission as promot-
ing pluralism in democratic societies.
George Soros is more recently noted for
spending some $15 million to defeat
George Bush in the 1994 national elec-
tion. Soros worked hand-in-glove with Ber-
keley-based activist group Move On to sup-
port presidential hopeful John Kerry, and
to challenge purported voting irregulari-
ties in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida.

Neier’s fear of a powerful majority im-
posing its will on a nonconsenting
minority brought the ACLU to oppose
mandatory school prayer in the 1962 Su-
preme Court case Engel vs. Vitale, and

oppose Bible reading in public schools
in the 1963 Abington vs. Schempp case.
It was paired with the more famous
case, Murry vs. Curlett filed by atheist
Madalyn Murry O’Hare.

“These Supreme Court rulings com-
pleted the process of disestablishing
Protestantism as the nation’s unofficial
religion, separating church and state”
wrote ACLU member Walker.

The ACLU’s more recent caper has
involved it in the race for mayor in Los
Angeles. That contest pitts current
Mayor James Hahn against City Coun-
cilman Antonio Villarigosa. Black vot-
ers in L.A. are upset with Hahn oust-
ing black Police Chief Bernard Parks
amid a morale crisis in Mr. Parks’ de-
partment. However, the black voters are
also quite religious.

The local ACLU group pressured the
city to remove a tiny cross on the seal of
Los Angeles County as conflicting
church with state. Mayor Hahn’s fa-
ther, Kenneth Hahn, a powerful county
supervisor and friend to the black popu-
lation—almost revered by them—
helped design the county seal depict-
ing the Hollywood Bowl Amphitheater
and nearby hillside cross, and to repre-
sent the then half-rural county images
of oil wells, a fish, acow and engineers
calipers are all arranged around an
image of Pomona, a Pagan Goddess. The
ACLU did not object to Pomona.

Villargosa is a former union orga-
nizer and past ACLU leader. Now, the
son of the man who designed the seal
is running against the former ACLU
president that pushed to remove the
seal.

Has the ACLU shed its past, or do its
spots still show?

—Wally Reemelin
Excerpts, Washington Times
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President George W. Bush (R): The White
House, Washington, D.C. 20500. Phone (202)
456-1111, Fax 456-2461.

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R):
Governor’s Office, The Capitol, Sacramento,
CA 95814. Phone (916) 445-2841, Fax 445-
4633.

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D): Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Room 112, Washington,
D.C., 20510-0505. Phone (415) 403-0100,
Email: senator@boxer.senate.gov.

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D): Hart
Senate Office Building, Room 331, Washing-
ton, D.C., 20510-0505. Phone (415) 393-0707,
Email: senator@feinstein.senate.gov.

U.S. Representative John Doolittle (R):
U.S. House of Representatives, 2410 Rayburn
House Office Building #2410, Washington,
D.C. 20515-0504, (202) 225-2511, Fax (202)
225-5444, www.house.gov/doolittle.

State Senator Dave Cox (R): District 1,
State Capitol Room 2054, (916) 445-5788,
2140 Professional Drive, Suite 140, Roseville,
CA 95661, (916) 783-8232.

State Senator Sam Aanestad (R): District
4, State Capitol Room 2054, (916) 445-3353,
200 Providence Road, Suite 108, Nevada City,
CA 95959, (530) 470-1846

Assemblyman Rick Keene (R): District 3,
State Capitol Room 6027, 1550 Humboldt Road,
Suite 4, Chico, CA 95928, (530) 895-4217.

Assemblyman Tim Leslie (R): District 4,
State Capitol Room 4162, (916) 319-2004,
3300 Douglas Blvd., Suite 430, Roseville, CA
95661. Phone (916) 774-4430.

Assemblyman Roger Niello (R): District
5, State Capitol Room 2016, (916) 319-2005,
4811 Chippendale Drive, Suite 501, Sacra-
mento, CA 95841, (916) 349-1995

Placer County Supervisors: 175 Fulweiler
Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603. Phone (530) 889-
4010, Email: bos@placer.ca.gov.
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District 2: Robert Weygant
District 3: Jim Holmes
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District 5: Bruce Kranz




