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ELECTED
OFFICIALS

   President George W. Bush (R): The White
House, Washington, D.C. 20500. Phone
(202) 456-1111,  Fax 456-2461.
   Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R):
Governor’s Office, The Capitol, Sacramento,
CA 95814. Phone (916) 445-2841, Fax 445-
4633.
   U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D): Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Room 112, Washington,
D.C., 20510-0505. Phone (415) 403-0100,
Email: senator@boxer.senate.gov.
   U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D): Hart
Senate Office Building, Room 331, Washing-
ton, D.C., 20510-0505. Phone (415) 393-0707,
Email: senator@feinstein.senate.gov.
   U.S. Representative John Doolittle (R):
U.S. House of Representatives, 2410
Rayburn House Office Building #2410,
Washington, D.C. 20515-0504, (202) 225-
2511, Fax (202) 225-5444, www.house.gov/
doolittle.

   Assemblyman Rick Keene (R): District 3,
State Capitol Room 6027, 1550 Humboldt Road,
Suite 4, Chico, CA 95928, (530) 895-4217.
   Assemblyman Ted Gaines (R): District 4,
State Capitol Room 4162, (916) 319-2004,
3300 Douglas Blvd., Suite 430, Roseville, CA
95661. Phone (916) 774-4430.
   Assemblyman Roger Niello (R): District
5, State Capitol Room 2016, (916) 319-2005,
4811 Chippendale Drive, Suite 501, Sacra-
mento, CA 95841, (916) 349-1995
   Placer County Supervisors: 175 Fulweiler
Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603. Phone (530)
889-4010, Email: bos@placer.ca.gov.

District 1: Rocky Rockholm
District 2: Robert Weygant
District 3: Jim Holmes
District 4: Kirk Uhler
District 5: Bruce Kranz

   State Senator Dave Cox (R): District 1,
State  Capitol Room 2054, (916) 445-5788,
2140 Professional Drive, Suite 140,
Roseville, CA 95661, (916) 783-8232.
   State Senator Sam Aanestad (R): District
4, State Capitol Room 2054, (916) 445-3353,
200 Providence Road, Suite 108, Nevada
City, CA 95959, (530) 470-1846

What�s On Your Mind?
Maybe you’d like to comment on an article
you’ve read in this, or any local, newspaper.
Perhaps there’s an issue you think needs dis-
cussion. If it’s something that affects Placer
County taxpayers The League wants to
Know! Send us your thoughts, views, articles,
letters or comments and speak out!

Placer�s Katrina...
continued from page 1

of services left much to be desired, espe-
cially should a toxic danger arise in the
future where minutes or hours, not days,
response would be vital.
   For example, on the evening of Thurs-
day, January 3rd, the wind and rain storm
felled a tree in Meadow vista, blocking the
roadway, knocking down a power pole and
leaving about 700 feet of powerline on the
ground and road. Local residents called
PG&E and Placer County Administration
on Friday morning to relate the situation.
   PG&E did shut off the power line but did
NOT notify the County. Placer Public
Works came to the scene but would not
touch the fallen tree since the power line
might be hot—so they went home. On Sat-
urday a series of PG&E people arrived at
the scene and deliberated over who should
remove the fallen tree so they could replace
the pole and string new wires. This was
repeated on Sunday and through midday
on Monday. Meanwhile, nothing happened
to fix the problem.
   If this were a toxic chemical disaster/at-
tack, lives would have been lost if delays
lasted more than hours. County CEO Tom
Miller should convene a meeting with all
critical agencies—fire, police, PG&E, etc.
and set up a crisis management system that
works, with a chain of command that can
adapt to situations as they happen. “Send
in the clowns—don’t bother, they’re here.”

- Wally Reemelin

Tax League
donations are tax

deductible on
your IRS 1040

Assessor...
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Galleria or property developers such as
Shea Homes can be complex when quasi
ownership may be shifted within corporate
divisions. Is it a sale or not? If so, Prop 13
allows reappraisals upwards.
   A turf dispute arose between the Asses-
sor and the Assessment Appeals Board over
procedure that involved the County Audi-
tor as well. There were conflicting agen-
das. Meetings with the County Counsel’s
Office, together with all parties, resolved
the matter. Perhaps another intervening
factor was that two members of the Appeals
Board were previous candidates for the of-
fice of Assessor.
   Critics of the reached settlement suggest
that statutes of the State Board of Equal-
ization were not followed—laws were
breached, in other words. This is quite dif-
ficult to resolve legally as some of the tax
laws, as written, have conflicting sections,
perhaps a measure of sloppy legislation. So,
interpretation of the intent of the tax laws
draws differences of opinion.
   The Assessor’s Department has about 80
employees of which 25-30 are appraisers.
The appraisal and assessment work is com-
plicated due to legislative tinkering with
the tax and property laws. One law the
Assessor would like to see repealed is the
“Supplemental Assessment” Statute. It is
cumbersome and costly to process and is
therefore not cost effective.
   Should the Grand Jury involve itself in
these allegations perhaps more definitive
results may be obtained. The Grand Jury
may use subpoena power to have more tes-
timony. The Grand Jury usually gives an
indication of its interest in the Fall of the
year. Until then, we wait and see.
   As for his departments critics, Mr. Dear
suggested that they may be disgruntled or
disappointed employees.

- Wally Reemelin

�Nothing will change for you no
matter who�s elected.�

It is amazing that our government can track
a cow born in Canada almost three years
ago, right to the stall where she sleeps in
the State of Washington. They even tracked
her calves to their stalls. But they are un-
able to locate 11 million illegal aliens wan-
dering around our country. Maybe we
should give them all a cow.

• • •
Firms spend millions of dollars
To give them an image that’s classy,
But it can be hopelessly tarnished by
One phone operator who’s sassy.

- George O. Ludcke

• • •

Even tasty ragouts when left over,
Can be served so often, in my view,
That this once-tempting dish now produces
A feeling of deja stew.

- Edward F. Dempsey


